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INT. GRISSOM FAMILY HOME - DAY

The Grissom family lives in Atlanta Georgia. First
generation city folks, with deep country roots.   

MOMMA KAY, (70's) is an old African-American woman who's
been there and done it all.  Her mouth is sassy, her memory
hazy and everyday with her is an adventure. 

Momma Kay lives with her daughter PAM and 27 year-old
grandson NORMAN who never left the nest.  Norman is
entrusted with watching her during the day but it's Momma
Kay that does the watching. 

We peep in on Momma Kay watching television--

MOMMA KAY 
(to the television)

That punch didn't lay you out but I
know what's gone do it. 

Momma Kay looks at the clock on the wall and stands, still
watching television.  WHAP! A man on-screen cries in agony. 

MOMMA KAY
Round house kick to the chest. 
Walker Texas Ranger, now that's a
real man.    

HALLWAY - CONTINUOUS

Momma Kay stands at the top of the stairs. 

MOMMA KAY
Norman.  Norman.  Norman.  Norman.  

NORMAN  (O.S.)
This house ain't but so big.  You
know I hear you.   

MOMMA KAY
Norman.  Norman.  Norman. 

Norman is now visible at the bottom of the stairs. 

MOMMA KAY
Norman.

NORMAN
For real grandma?

MOMMA KAY
Naw, for fake.  What time Pam get
off work today? 
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2.

NORMAN 
You know momma don't get here until
six.  

MOMMA KAY
Six?  Well, what time is it now? 

NORMAN 
Eleven o'clock. 

MOMMA KAY
Good, McDonalds just stopped
serving breakfast.  I want a number
four and I want salt on them fries.
I don't care nothing about them
being fresh. 

Norman shakes his head 'no'.  Momma Kay retrieves a five-
dollar bill from beneath a near by plant.  She waves the
bill from the top of the steps. 

MOMMA KAY
Ain't no more money under there so
don't look. 

NORMAN 
You know what the doctor said I
can't get you no McDonalds. You
gotta eat what momma left in the
kitchen.

MOMMA KAY
What she leave?

NORMAN
Leftovers.

MOMMA KAY
Okay, you can say fresh fries
without the salt.  I'll eat 'um. 

She digs in her robe pocket, finds what she's looking for. 
Two salt packets.  

NORMAN
You want me to call momma?

MOMMA KAY
No, what I want is a number four. 

Momma Kay removes the wooden ball at the top of the banister
and produces a twenty dollar bill.  Norman is interested-- 

CUT TO:
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3.

INT. CAR - DAY

Norman is driving Momma Kay's car.  She is in the back,
positioned in the middle seat.  The seat belt has been
unwound so she can lean all the way up front. 

MOMMA KAY
Never thought I'd see the day when
I had to ride in the back of my own
car.  I rode in the back long
enough.  We rode in the back long
enough.  But you wouldn't know
nothing about that would you? 

Norman turns around, Momma Kay is inches away from his face.  

NORMAN 
Damn grandma.  Why you sitting like
that?  You have your belt on? 

MOMMA KAY
You can make me sit in the back but
you can't stop me from leaning.  I
asked what you know about it?  With
you skinny britches.  Sit in the
garage smoking refer with your
friends all day. I smells it. 
That's what free mean to you?  

NORMAN 
I get it...sitting in the back. 
Bus boycott.  Alabama, MLK and Rosa
Parks...I know 'bout all that.  Who
doesn't? 

MOMMA KAY
Stop the car!  Stop the car!  Stop
it right now!  You gone sit up in
my car.  Take my twenty dollars and
say 'her' name to my face!   

NORMAN
What?  Who is her?  

MOMMA KAY
You better stop this car or I'm
about to go Andy Griffith and kill
the hell over .  I'll be down to
the funeral home by two.  The
cemetery by four and playing Pitty
Pat in heaven with your granddaddy
before your momma get home at six.  

Norman pulls the car to the side of the road.  
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NORMAN 
What is wrong now? All I said was I
know 'bout all that Montgomery bus
boycott stuff.  Rosa Parks refused
to give up her seat to a white
woman.  And she refused to move to
back of the bus to the colored
section... 

MOMMA KAY
...Wasn't no woman it was a man. 
And we was already in the colored
section.  That heifer was just
doing what she saw me do the day
before!  Always did want what I had
when I had it.  Wanted to be me,
and was mad that she wasn't. 

NORMAN
Grandma when you lived in Alabama? 
I thought you lived here your whole
life.  Didn't you marry granddaddy
when you was like 15? 

MOMMA KAY
That's how she was...wanted your
granddaddy too because he was
mines.  Me and 'her' worked the
same job, walked the same route to
that bus stop day in, day out.  The
day before she pulled that mess I
done the same exact thing.  I got
locked up, spent the night in jail,
got out and went to work. 
Everybody was talking about how
courageous I was.  She couldn't
stand it.  

Norman laughs uncontrollably.  

NORMAN
So, there's a police record of you
being arrested the day before Rosa
Parks in Montgomery Alabama?

MOMMA KAY
We gets on the bus after work and
the bus was empty.  She stayed on
the bus past our stop and rode it
until it was full.  I'm at home and
we see 'her' on the news.  Now
everybody saying she the mother of
the Civil Rights Movement.  

(MORE)
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MOMMA KAY (CONT'D)
If she's the mother, I must be the
auntie...cause the circumstances
show was related.

GROWWWL!  Both Norman and Momma Kay look down at her
stomach. 

NORMAN 
Auntie Civil, do you still want
that number 4? Or do you have
another story you'd like to share?

MOMMA KAY
Just drive.  What we still sitting
here for anyway?  I'm trying to
educate you and you too ignorant to
hear the truth.  Blinded by them
history books like the rest of
these fools.  

The car pulls into the drive through.  

NORMAN
They got a President's Day special
grandma.  Free apple pie. You can
use your senior discount too. 

MOMMA KAY
President Day huh?  I tell you I
fooled around with a married man
when I was younger.  Old slick
white boy name John but I called
him Jack.  Now, that man know he
was something special.  Had me
open.  His wife now she couldn't
handle it.  She went crazy and
tried to kill us both that day in
Dallas.  

FADE TO: BLACK

THE END




